‘PEQUO 


Vol. X 


2S 
= 


4 4 
off 


/l Nemes 


Winter of 1958 


“ONNECTICU x 


ee ore 


RAILS 


Number Four 


New Year’s Eve Party 
Was Best Ever 


The third annual Bird Ball for the 
benefit of the sanctuary was held last 
New Year’s Eve at the Mystic Art Gal- 
lery. It was a sparkling success in 
every respect. 

Since its inception in 1956, the 
dance has grown remarkably during 
the last three years. This year for the 
first time, receipts from ticket sales 
were augmented to a considerable de- 
gree by the contributions of patrons 
and patronesses. It is fortunate indeed 
for the community as a whole, that this 
area (like most others) has a certain 
group of solid and civic-minded citi- 
zens who can invariably be counted on 
to give their support so unselfiishly to 
such worthwhile causes. With total re- 
ceipts nearly double those of last year, 
Bob Jones, chairman of the dance com- 
-mittee reports that the net profit to 
your sanctuary from the ball amount- 
ed to approximately eleven hundred 
dollars. As you can readily see this has 
become a most needed and _ substan- 
tial part of the annual income for 
Pequotsepos. 

John LaPresle, artist from Clarks 
Falls, Connecticut, was persuaded to 
take charge of decorating the gallery 
for the dance and did an outstanding 
job. His murals on the walls, depicting 
birds in caricature ushering in the New 
Year (and other interesting themes), 
were so admired that most of them 
were removed from the walls in sec- 
tions and taken home by the dancers 
when the ball was over. 

Others helping with the decorations 
were Robert Burnett (and his two 
boys), Bill Wiley, Mrs. Robert S. 
Jones, Haywood Gatch, Bill Geer, R. B. 
Jones, Andy Gildersleeve, and Rusty 
Loutrel. Mrs. Gatch was in charge of 
the refreshments. Music was provided 
by Billy Poore’s band. 


Members of the Sanctuary 
would like to express their thanks 
to the Mystic Community Center 
and the Mystic Art Association 
for permitting them to use the 
Art Gallery New Year’s Eve and 
thus making our annual New 
Year’s Eve Ball possible. 


CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT BREAKS CENTURY MARK 


Spring Field Trips Begin 
On Saturday, April 4 


Your curator is more than gratified 
at the splendid response to the Spring 
and Fall series of off the Sanctuary field 
trips. The trips are going to be contin- 
ued, and indeed, can now be considered 
a regular part of your Sanctuary pro- 
gram. The trips will start one week 
earlier this year; and there will be an 
additional trip late in May. We are al- 
ways open to suggestions, so make your 
wishes known. 

Following, is a detailed description of 
each of the Saturday trips to come this 
Spring. This will be your only official 
notice of the trips so please post this 
schedule. In addition, your curator will 
endeavor to announce each trip on 
Thursdays in the New London Day and 
the Westerly Sun. These notices will be 
under the Mystic section. 


April 4, 7:00 a.m. Barn Island. 

April J1, 7:00 a.m. Mystic River. 

April 18, 7:00 a.m. Napatree Point. 

April 25, 7:00 a.m. Bluff Point. 

May 2, 7:00am. Home of Frank 
Eastman, Ledyard. 

May 9, 7:00 a.m. Mitchell’s Woods, 
New London. 

May 16, 7:00 a.m. Harkness Memorial 
Park, Waterford. 

May 23, 7:00 a.m. Napatree Point. 

May 30, 7:00 a.m. Pachaug State For- 
est, Voluntown. 

May 30, 2:00 p.m. Miss Desire Park- 
er’s Place, Poquetanuck. 


Saturday, April 14, Barn Island 
7:00 a.m. 


The Barn Island trips have proven 
very popular in the past so it is only 
natural that our Spring series should 
start here.Waterfowl will be the main 
object of this trip. 

Local people can meet at the Sanctu- 
ary parking lot at 6:45 a.m. or on the 
Barn Island road at 7:00 a.m. Turn off 
U. S. No. 1 on the Green Haven Road 
and take the immediate right to Barn 
Island. Official starting point will be at 
the R.R. crossing on this road. 


See “Spring Field Trips”—Page 3 


We made a new record this year on 
the Christmas Bird Census—103 species 
and 10,572 individuals! This compares 
with 90 species and 9,758 individuals last 
year. Congratulations to all the teams 
which were out this year. 

Bill Wylie and I are going to explore 
the possibility next year of getting two 
counts in our area: one including Mys- 
tic, Westerly, Stonington, Fishers Is- 
land and Napatree Point, and one in- 
cluding Groton, New London, Water- 
ford and East Lyme. This arrangement 
will have to be cleared with the head- 
quarters of the Audubon Society, as 
overlap with established count areas 
must be avoided. 

I hope more of you can participate 
next year. My son and I had the thrill 
of being part of the fabulous Cocoa, 
Florida, census this year, which once 
more made a record: 194 species. 

Richard H. Goodwin 


Christmas Bird Census, December 27, 
1958, New London, Connecticut 


7.0-mile radius centering on intersec- 
tion of Gardner and Ocean Avenues, in- 
cluding L. I. Sound from Rocky Neck 
to Masons Island, Thames River forth 
to Gales Ferry.) 


Common Loon 12 
Red-throated Loon 6 
Red-necked Grebe 7 
Horned Grebe 279 
Pied-billed Grebe 4 
Great Cormorant 9 
Double-crested Cormorant ¢2 
Great Blue Heron 23 
Black-crowned Night Heron 4 
Am. Bittern 1 
Mute Swan 18 
Brant 8 
Mallard ; 419 
Black Duck 874 
Pintail 2 
Green-winged Teal 4 
European Widgeon 6 
Am. Widgeon 62 
Redhead 8 
Canvasback 8 
Greater Scaup 789 
Lesser Scaup 365 
Common Goldeneye 434 
Bufflehead 30 
Oldsquaw 9 
White-winged Scoter 8 


See “Christmas Census”’—Page 2 
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Summer, Fall and Winter by. the Christmas Census icin Gaarecw 35 
Fact eesuaaicc (Contes Srom.s ome Ove White-crowned Sparrow 1 
William Wylie, Curator 1 White-throated Sparrow 198 
Tel. Mystic JE fferson 6-9248 Surf Scoter Fox Sparrow 12 
Hooded Merganser = Swamp Sparrow 9 
Common Merganser 
Sunday Walks at 7:00 Red-breasted Merganser Ps Rees ae rae =F 
ring migration is almost upon us’ Sharp-shinned Hawk see eS 5, 
ani will Beery a matter of ange now Red-tailed Hawk 3 eaters Se aay pe ee eeuals. 
till the first arrivals appear. To take Red-shouldered Hawk 2 Additional Species seen count period: 
full advantage of this migration, the Pigean Hawk 1 Common Eider, Ring-necked Duck, 
well established Sunday walks are be- Sparrow Hawk 3 Marsh Hawk, Water Pipet. 
ing returned to their 7:00 a.m. starting Ruffed Grouse E Observers: Miss Mildred Abbott, Mrs. 
time. These early morning walks have Bobwhite 25 Robert P. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Ken. 
been well attended, both Spring and Ring-necked Pheasant 6 neth Bates, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bates, 
Fall, and many birds are observed. The Am. Coot 26 Miss Grace Bissell, Mrs. Robert Bixler. 
wood ducks are usually observed on the’ Killdeer 6 Mrs. B. Dench, Robert Dwyer, Mrs. 
pond this early. Warblers are usually Purple Sandpiper io Frank Eastman, Mrs. Paul A. Garrett. 
seen in good numbers, not to mention Dunlin 1 R. H. Goodwin, Robert F. Logan, Mrs 
tanagers, grosbeaks, sparrows, swal- Great Black-backed Gull 54 Malcolm. MacGregor, Mrs. Franklin 
lows, and others too numerous to men- Herring Gull 1,254 Maynard, Mrs. John Merrill. Mrs. John 
tion. The birds are more active in the Ring-billed Gull 147 Meyers Th omas Moran, Walt ae Moran, 
early hours, as they are feeding and Bonaparte’s Gull 14 Mian d Mrs. W. A. Niering, Mrs. Frank 
singing vigorously at this time. Join Mourning Dove 16 Schubert, Paul H. R. Waldron, Mr. and 
these walks and enjoy your Sanctuary, Barn Owl 3 Mrs. Donald Wallace, Nelson C. White 
as well as become acquainted with many Screech Owl z Willi am L. Wylie ; 4 
interesting species of birds. Great Horned Owl 2 . : 
These Sunday nature walks were ia aie Poe a 
tarted the first Sunday in Septetmber, Belted Kingfisher 3 
1957, and were Eippoeed to oe for six Yellow-shafter Flicker 14) The President Speaks 
to eight Sundays. The walks were well Hairy Woodpecker 16 I wish to thank the following peo- 
attended and the possibility of having Downey Woodpecker 43 ple who helped with our Christmas 
walks throughout the year was dis- Tree Swallow 2 wreaths; Mrs. John Bindloss, Mrs. 
cussed. It was decided to continue the Gray Jay 1 Thomas Bradford, Mrs. Donald Cottrell, 
walks around the calendar, but to drop Blue Jay 217 Mrs. Raymond Howard, Mrs. C. V. 
the starting time to 2:30 pm. during Common Crow 83 Moore, Mrs. William Palmer, Mrs. Ste. 
the winter months, from the first Sun- Fish Crow ; 10 phen Hurlbut and Mrs. William White. 
day in November through Easter Sun- Black-capped Chickadee 283 I believe everyone will be interested to 
day. The Winter walks were attended, Tufted Titmouse 1 iknow that Mr. Bruce Sawin from Cor- 
but not too well the first year. White-breasted Nuthatch 34 valilis, Oregon, from whom we get the 
Last summer, the old carriage shed Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 ponderosa pine cones that make the 
was remodeled to serve as asmall meet- Brown Creeper 3 beautiful rosettes, and also tne lovely 
ing house and work-shop. An adequate Winter Wren 1 natural and gold pine wreaths, has be- 
stove was installed in the shed. The win- Carolina Wren eS oma a member of the Sanctuary. He is 
ter walks begin and terminate at this Mockingbird 1 interested in conservation and is a mem- 
building. Birds can be observed feeding Catbird © her of the Save The Redwoods Society. 
just outside this building as well as Brown Thrasher 3 He is going to send us material for our 
other places on the Sanctuary. The Robin 80 museum for which we are most grate- 
group returns to the building for cof- Swainson’s Thrush erat THe is our first member from Ore- 
fee, hot chocolate, sweet rolls, or what- Eastern Bluebird ; 18 gon, although we do have a member 
ever there may be. Movies have been Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 from California and one from Nevada 
shown several times, as well as slides on Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 : 
occasion, by members. Many people at- aon Waxwing ; ee 
tend these walks, but not so many that arling ; 
their purpose is defeated. : Black and White Warbler 1 Volunteer s N eeded 
This is your Sanctuary. These are Myrtle Warbler 96 There are times during the spring and 
your walks. There are still some Sun- House Sparrow 225 Summer when our curator is too busy 
days in March left for you to come and Eastern Meadowlark 34 to be in the museum, due to conducting 
enjoy these afternoon get-togethers. Redwinged Blackbird 24 groups on the trails, lecturing, mowing 
Try to take advantage of your Sanctu- Rusty Blackbird 3 the grass and other unforeseen hap- 
ary program and meet other members Common Grackle 369 penings. We feel that the museum 
and friends who have a mutual interest. Brown-headed Cowbird 439 should be attended to answer questions 
Cardinal 8 and tend to the Trading Post. At this 
° ° ° Evening Grosbeak 39 time we do not feel that we can afford 
B odenwein Foundation Gift Purple Finch 69 a paid helper so we hope to run it with 
We wish to extend our deep apprecia- Pine Grosbeak 2 volunteer help. We need volunteers 
tion to The Bodenwein Foundation for Am. Goldfinch 29 every day except Monday, starting the 
their generous gift to the Sanctuary Rufous-sided Towhee 47 middle of May when the museum opens. 
Museum. This gift will be used for Savannah Sparrow 00 = ©If you feel that you can give any time to 
mounted specimens of our native birds, Vesper Sparrow 3 the Sanctuary would you please contact 
which we are sure will be of great in- Slate-colored Junco 175 Mr. Wylie so that a schedule can be 
terest to all visitors to the museum. Oregon Junco 1 arranged. 


oe ee eee a 


® 


Pequot Trails 


Spring Field Trips 


(Continued from Page One) 


Saturday, April 11, Mystic River 
7:00 a.m. 

A trip to the Mystic River at this 
time in the Spring might prove very in- 
teresting. Many wintering ducks should 
still be around, as well as a few early 
arrivals. Land birding should also be 
good by this time around Norman 
Lamb’s farm, as well as the brushy 
areas on the west side of the river. The 
trip will start from the Sanctuary park- 
ing lot and the exact route will be 
planned at that time. Join us here and 
let’s make this final Spring check of 
the river a good one. 


Saturday, April 18, Napatree Point 
7:00 a.m. 

Next to Barn Island, this is one of the 
best trips of the year. This trip to the 
Point is a bit earlier this year, but it is 
planned that way. Another trip to this 
area is also planned for later on in May. 
Winter birding was very good on Napa- 
tree this year and an early trip is sched- 
uled to see just when the migration 
really starts. 

Leave the Sanctuary parking lot at 
6:30 a.m. or meet at 7:00 a.m. at the 
parking lot of the Watch Hill Yacht 
Club. Wear warm clothes as this is apt 
to be a very cold, windy trip. 


Saturday, April 25, Bluff Point 
7:00 a.m. 

Thanks to Mr. Walter J. Moran, Bluff 
Point is now one of our regular field trip 
areas. Waterfowl will be the main ob- 
jective of this trip, with the possibility 
of some early shore birds. Land birding 
has been excellent around the old potato 
fields on the previous trips. Leave the 
Sanctuary parking lot at 6:45 a.m. or 
meet at the Groton Town Hall, Poquon- 
nock Bridge, at 7:00 a.m. Mr. Moran will 
again be. the leader for this trip. 
Saturday, May 2, The Home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Eastman, Shewville Road, 

Ledyard, Time 7:00 a.m. 

This will be a bird trip led by Mr. and 
Mrs. Eastman. In addition, you will 
have a chance to observe wildlife plant- 
ings designed to attract birds. Leave 
from the Sanctuary parking lot at 6:30 
a.m. or meet at the Eastmans at 7:00. 
To get there, take Iron Street out of 
Ledyard Center. Go to the first stop 
sign, cross directly over this road and 
take the next road to your right. This 
will be Shewville Road and the East- 
man’s home will be the first house on 
your right. Drive in the driveway where 
you will find ample parking space. 


Saturday, May 9, Mitchell’s Woods, 
New London, 7:00 a.m. 

A Spring field trip to Mitchell’s Woods 
is now an established event. The ob- 
jective of this trip is warblers and other 
woods birds. Last year, the group got 
a good look at the blue-gray gnat- 
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catcher. Interesting and unusual birds 
can turn up in an area such as this. We 
will meet at the tennis courts at Mit- 
chell’s Woods, Montauk Avenue, New 
London. 
Saturday, May 16, Harkness Memorial 
Park, Waterford, 7:00 a.m. 
Many of our New London members 
find Harkness Park an excellent and in- 
teresting place for bird study. Our 
trips there have proven most produc- 
tive. To get to the park follow the 
park signs from the new Turnpike or 
Great Neck Road, Waterford. 


Saturday, May 23, Napatree Point 
7:00 a.m. 

This second trip to Napatree is de- 
signed for nesting terns, late migrating 
shore birds, and land birds which will be 
around the old fort by this time. The 
arrangements for this trip will be the 
Same as for the trip on April 18, leav- 
ing the Watch Hill Yacht Club parking 
lot at 7:00 a.m. 

Saturday, May 30, Pachaug State 

Forest, Voluntown, 7:00 a.m. 

This is a new trip this spring and 
your curator will take full blame for 
the arrangements. The forest seems in- 
teresting, with many swampy areas, 
small ponds, evergreen plantations, 
and some areas of relatively large tim- 
ber. This trip will leave from the 
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Sanctuary parking lot at 6:30 am., 
or meet in front of the post of- 
fice in Voluntown at 7:00 a.m. Ruffed 
grouse should be encountered on this 
trip as well as many other woodland 
birds. 


Saturday, May 31. Desire Parker’s 
Place in Poquetanuck, 2:00 p.m. 

Miss Parker’s land is some of the 
most interesting to be found in this 
area. In addition to open fields and 
shrub areas, there are rolling hills cov- 
ered with good stands of pine, hem- 
locks and mixed hardwoods. It borders 
the Thames River and affords oppor- 
tunity for the observation of water 
birds. This will be primarily a plant and 
wildflower trip but bird observations 
will naturally be included. To get there, 
proceed to the center of the little vil- 
lage of Poquetanuck. Just opposite the 
small grocery store you will see a hard- 
surfaced road leading in a southerly di- 
rection. A sign pointing to Aljen 
Heights will put you on the right road. 
Follow this road in a southerly direc- 
tion, past the Aljen Heights develop- 
ment until you come to a white farm 
gate on your right. This is slightly less 
than a mile from the village. Drive 
through the gateway to the farm 
house. Miss Parker will serve as trip 
leader. 
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Evening Walks During May 


Thursday evening “warbler walks” 
will again be conducted this year at the 
Sanctuary on the four Thursdays in 
May. These walks proved very popular 
last Spring, with many members and 
friends attending them. The walks will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. and will last for an 
hour or until it gets too dark for good 
observation. Many people can not, or 
will not attend the early morning walks 
on the week ends, so this will be an op- 
portunity for them and all other in- 
terested people to observe birds in the 
cool of the evening. We don’t walk very 
far, but the birding is usually excellent 
during the evening hours. 


Frog Walks to Be Announced 


Few people are interested in frogs 
and toads, as they have never given 
them much thought. Fewer people yet 
are aware that frogs and toads can be 
much more readily identified by their 
voice or song than by visual observa- 
tion. These small amphibians of our 
ponds, swamps and streams are valu- 
able for their constant battle against 
insects and other pests. Also, these lit- 
tle animals make up an important part 
of the food of some of our so-called 
game animals. 

Spring of the year is the time that 
these frogs and toads come out of win- 
ter hibernation and come to the ponds 


and streams to breed. It is now that the 
singing begins—each male in his own 
way, his own place, trying to out-sing 
his fellows and lure a female in his di- 
rection. This is the best time of the year 
to learn about frogs and toads. They can 
be readily approached at night and can 
be caught with little difficulty. Com- 
pared to bird songs, frog songs are a 
snap to identify. Amphibs are a truly 
interesting phase of nature. Try not to 
pass them up completely. 


It is not possible to plan a night or 
evening field trip for this purpose, this 
far in advance. It is controlled com- 
pletely by the weather. There will be 
notices in the local papers several 
nights before the trip or trips are sched- 
uled. This should take place sometime 
in April. Join us and have the time of 
your life. 


New Wylie Bird Arrives 


Congratulations to the Wylie 


family on the arrival of Gay Avis 
Wylie on February 17. She weigh- 
ed in at a hefty nine pounds, so 
brother Mark will have to watch 
out or she will soon be catching 
up to him. 
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Curator Comments 


“Where are the chickadees this year, 
Mr. Wylie?” “What has happened to 
the nuthatches this winter?” “Why 
don’t I have any woodpeckers around 
my place this season like I had last?” 
These are the three most common 
questions that your curator has been 
confronted with this year. Phone calls 
have been made to your curator specif- 
ically to ask these questions. People 
have stopped at the Sanctuary for the 
very same reason. Every conversation 
all season has either ended with, con- 
tained, or finally gotten around to, one 
or more of these questions. If nothing 
more, it is gratifying to your curator 
to know that so many people observe 
birds closely enough to notice a de- 
crease or an increase in the relative 
numbers of birds. 

Answering a question like this is 
never easy, nor can the answer ever be 
absolutely proved, or dis-proved. Con- 
sequently, the following answer to the 
above questions is your curator’s opin- 
ion based on past observations and ex- 
periences. If you will recall this past 
Spring, 1958, was extremely wet. The 
rainfall was way above normal and 
this persisted well into the summer. A 
wet spring and early summer is par- 
ticularly hard on certain nesting birds, 
namely, those birds which nest in holes 
in trees. A good hard rain causes wa- 
ter, a great deal of water in some 
cases, to drain down the trunk of the 
tree, and into any holes or openings 
which may be in the trunk. 

Chickadees, nuthatches, and wood- 
peckers, of course, nest in holes in 
trees. Water in the nesting holes pre- 
vents eggs from hatching, or in the 
case of young birds, may cause pneu- 
monia or simply chilling which will re- 
sult in death. While this may seem to 
be a very serious condition with some 
birds at the time, the reproduction ca- 
pacity of our birds is so great that in 
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most cases, the normal numbers or 
population will bounce back after just 
one or possibly two normal seasons. 
This is a natural phenomenon, not a 
man induced one, and our birds rarely 
suffer prolonged effects from such a 
condition. 

This has been an unusual winter 
for birds, in our area at least. While, 
aS mentioned above, chickadees, nut- 
hatches, and woodpeckers, have been 
down in numbers, other birds by spe- 
cies, if not by actual numbers, have 
taken up much of the deficit. This 
again can be attributed not only to 
last years weather, but to the weather 
for the year before that, 1957. 

As you will undoubtedly recall, the 
spring, summer, and fall of 1957 were 
extremely dry; in fact, the driest ever 


recorded in a _,good areas. 
treams and pie ¢ people 
were without wv ‘king, and 
in general, real titions pre- 


vailed. It is (9 eat trees, 
shrubs and other plants should do poor- 
ly in a dry season such as that. And do 
poorly they did! The oaks produced 
very few acorns in 1957. Bushes or 
shrubs, which normally produce good 
crops of seeds and berries, failed com- 
pletely, or at best, produced mediocre 
crops. Even the flowering plants or 
weeds did not produce the abundant 
crop of seeds upon which many of our 
wintering birds depend. The growing 
season of 1957, generally speaking, was 
a poor one. 

Following 1957, a dry, unproductive 
year, we have a year of over-abundant 
rainfall and almost ideal growing con- 
ditions, 1958. Now was the time for the 
trees, shrubs, and other flowering 
plants to make up, in seed production 
and growth, for the poor conditions of 
the year before. And make up they 
did! Bayberry, sumac, multi-flora rose, 
high-bush cranberry, and many others 
too numerous to mention were abso- 
lutely loaded with fruit. A _ great 
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amount of these plants matured their 
fruits late enough that they were not 
consumed by the great hoards of mi- 
grating birds, but persisted to be- 
come food for our wintering popula- 
tion of birds. 

Birds seem capable of fortelling this, 
as evidenced by the numbers and varie- 
ties of birds this winter. Although this 
winter has been unusually cold and 
hard, with very little snow, birds are 
numerous, and have suffered little 
from the weather. If food is plentiful, 
the right kind of food, cold weather 
will rarely effect birds. The Christmas 
Census this past December recorded 
some 103 species of birds with some ten 
thousand plus individuals. This has 
never been done in this immediate 
area before. There are over a dozen 
towhees at the Sanctuary this winter. 
Catbirds, brown thrashers, and a mock- 
ingbird are wintering at the Sanctuary. 
A few fox sparrows have wintered this 
year, and purple finches are more 
abundant. 

Bird populations do fluctuate from 
year to year in different localities and 
it is always interesting and challenging 
to try and come up with reasons and 
answers, 
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